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NSRBI DR BEZ RO DBV E 21T CE T, TN H b LT, EN A ORE IZ T -8 X137
Mole, IHIZ, NEENRBELZES S 2018 FOMIEHT A YZ 10 (CERD/C/JPN/C0O/10-11, para.10) T
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! Japan's first-ever hate speech probe finds rallies are fewer but still a problem (the Japan Times, ),
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2016/03/30/national/japans-first-ever-hate-speech-probe-finds-rallies-are-fewer-but-

still-a-problem/

2 2 anti-Korean rallies 1st to run afoul of Tokyo hate speech rule (The Asahi Shimbun, October 18, 2019)
http://www.asahi.com/ajw/articles/13059690
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3 Japanese minister Taro Aso praises Hitler, saying he had 'right motives' (the Guardian, 30 August, 2017)
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/aug/30/japan-minister-tara-aso-praises-hitler-right-motives

4 Aso asks whether SDF should shoot North Korean refugees fleeing hypothetical Korean contingency (the Japan

Times, 24 September 2017), https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2017/09/24/national/politics-diplomacy/aso-asks-

whether-sdf-shoot-north-korean-refugees-fleeing-hypothetical-korean-contingency/

® Editorial: Japanese weekly magazine's anti-S. Korea feature totally out of order (The Mainichi,

September 4, 2019) https://mainichi.jp/english/articles/20190904/p2a/00m/Ona/010000¢
6 Twitter Japan is Not a Safe Space for Minority Users (Adbox, 15 December 2017

https://advox. globalvoices. org/2017/12/15/twitter—japan—is—not—a—-safe-space—for-minority—-users/
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" Rumours after 2011 Japan earthquake pinned blame on Chinese, Koreans for crimes that didn’t happen (The
South China Morning Post, March 17, 2017)http://www.scmp.com/print/news/asia/east-asia/article/2079137/rumours-
after-2011-japan-earthquake-pinned-blame-chinese-koreans

8 “No Chinese allowed’: Japanese shop criticised for coronavirus sign (the Week in Asia,
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/health-environment/article/3047144/no-chinese-allowed-japanese-shop-criticised
° EDITORIAL: Ordinance on hate speech welcome but needs monitoring(Asahi Shimbun, December 13, 2019)
http://www.asahi.com/ajw/articles/13055700
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FEBURARY 2018) https://www.businessinsider.com/japanese-police-arrest-2-suspected-of-shooting-
pro-north-korean-compound-2018-2

12 Man, 51, fined for racist tweets against ethnic Korean woman(The Asahi Shimbun, December 28, 2029,
http://www.asahi.com/ajw/articles/13056030)
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14 New Year's card threatening to 'massacre' Korean residents sent to Kawasaki facility (the Mainichi, January 24,
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15 Racist letters sent to Yokohama Chinatown restaurants amid Japan coronavirus fears (the Mainichi, March 7,
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AL 1

RSD decisions in 2019

First Instance (F1)- 4,979 persons (among them 43 persons were given refugee status.)
Administrative Review (AR) - 6,022 persons (among them 1 person was given refugee status.)

Decisions at FI by country of origin

2019 Sum of 2006 to 2018
Rejected Recognized Rejected Recognized
Sri Lanka 1,006 1 (after judicial review) 3,585 4
Philippines 846 0 5414 0
Nepal 761 0 6,966 2
Turkey 436 0 4,774 0
Myanmar 382 0 5,331 214
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“Government’s involvement”, last accessed on 5 August 2016 at: http://www.okinawatimes.co.jp/articles/-/34252
® https://www.mod.go.jp/j/press/news/2019/08/09c.html

6 (Original source in Japanese) Ryukyu Shimpo (18 July 2020) “Security guard wearing small-sized camera. Filming civilians?” last accessed on 29

July, 2020 at: https://ryukyushimpo.jp/news/entry-1158458.html

" https://imadr.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/Joint-submission-Violation-of-freedoms-of-expression-and-peaceful-assembly-in-
Okinawa_11Dec2015.pdf
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Annex 1

Statement of President of the Japan Federation of Bar Associations objecting to exclusion

of Korean Schools from applying Free High School tuition policy

The Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT) announced
a proposed amendment to ministerial ordinance on December 28", 2012, which amends a part of
enforcement regulations regarding tuition waiver for public high schools and tuition support
fund for private high schools. As for the high schools where foreign students are enrolled
such as international schools and ethnic schools, the current enforcement regulations define
the subject for the policy as either high schools that are confirmed through its embassy to
have curriculum equivalent to that of high schools in its native state, or high schools that
are certified by international evaluation body, while the rest of the schools that are
evaluated as having curriculum equivalent to that of Japanese high schools can be the
recipient of the subsidies, whether or not Japan has diplomatic relations with its native
state, after the minister of the MEXT designates each school individually. The proposed
amendment is to delete the grounds for the individual designation.

Regarding the purpose of this revision, the minister of MEXT, Hakubun
Shimomura, stated at the press conference on December 28, 2012, that the
proposed amendment is aimed at deleting the grounds for designating Korean
schools because there is no progress to resolve the Democratic People’ s Republic
of Korea’ s (DPRK) abduction of Japanese citizens, which makes it clear that this
proposed amendment is aimed at excluding Korean Schools from applying the Tuition
Waiver Program for High School Education..

As we stated in the “Statement on Subject High Schools of the Free Tuition
Bill” on March 5%, 2010, the main purpose of this bill is “to contribute to the creation
of equal educational opportunities by alleviating the financial burdens of high school
education” , which is also demanded by Article 28 of Convention on the Rights of the Child.
Considering the fact that Convention on the Rights of the Child as well as International
Bill of Human Rights (International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights) guarantee the
right to receive education with ethnic identity being maintained, the current ministerial
ordinance which would include international schools and ethnic schools is in a right
direction. Furthermore, it is revealed through the process of the deliberation on the bill
that, as the Government’ s collective view, the designation of high schools for foreign
students should not be judged by diplomatic concern but should be judged objectively through
educational perspective.

On the contrary this proposed amendment is to refuse to provide subsidies
based on the grounds that there being no diplomatic relations between Japan and
DPRK or no progress to resolve the DPRK’ s abduction issue, either of which has
nothing to do with the right of the child to receive education. It is a
discriminative treatment which is prohibited by Article 14 of the Constitution of
Japan.

Korean Schools in Japan completed applying for the designation based on
the current bill legitimately by the end of November, 2011, this upcoming
amendment is to extinguish the regulations considered as the grounds for applying and
refuse the Korean Schools’ application retroactively after more than two years from the
application, which poses serious doubt on its procedure.
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The Japan Federation of Bar Associations strongly urges that the proposed amendment
be withdrawn whilst the review of the application from Korean schools be concluded promptly
based on the current law and screening standard.

February 1%%, 2013

Kenji Yamagishi

President

Japan Federation of Bar Associations
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Annex 2

| Students are notpohtlcal pawns

{ ecause of North Korea's provocations following its third
i nuclear test on Feb. 12, the general affairs section of the

i board of education of Tokyo's Machida City on March 27

! made a unilateral decision — unknown to board members

| or the city assembly — to not provide personal safety alarms to

{ students at a pro-North Korean school in the city.

| . Afterreports of the decision surfaced April 4, the board of

| education was inundated with protest telephone calls and emails,

| prompting it to reverse the decision. On Monday, the first day of the
1 new school year, the board sent alarms to the Nishi-Tokyo Korean

| Secgnd Elementary and Junior High School, where 68 students

t study.

| Evenif the decision was made without the knowledge of the city

| government and the members of the board of education, they must
i accept responsibility for the poor judgment shown by the general

! affairs section, which smacked of discrimination against students of
the Korean school. The head and workers of the general affairs
section should be disciplined for their actions,

According to the school, the general affairs section’s chief and
other employees visited the school on March 28 and cited the
current political situation and citizens’ feelings stemming from
North Korea'’s provocations as the reason for not providing alarms
to its students. In doing so they demonstrated their complete failure
: to understand the principle that all students must be treated
equally regardless of their nationality or ethnicity,
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It should have been clear to them that punishing children in
Japan for the provocative actions of Pyongyang is both utterly
ludicrous and ethically repugnant.

In 2004, the board started providing safety alarms, each costing
around ¥300, to first-year students of municipally run elementary
schools, In a threatening situation, children activate the alarm,
which sets off a loud noise to attract help.

The board has been giving out the alarms to students of private
schools and the Korean school upon request. In February, the
Korean school asked the board for 45 alarms.

After the board received more than 1,300 protest telephone calls
and email messages, the board members held an emergency
meeting and reversed the original decision by the general affairs
section, They should be praised for their quick action to uphold the
principle that it is the board of education’s responsibility to ensure
the safety of all children living in Machida City. They also agreed
that the general affairs section should have consulted with them
before making its original decision.

What happened in Machida is part of a bigger, very disturbing
trend that is sweeping the country. Several prefectural governments
have stopped subsidizing pro-North Korean schools. On Feb. 20,
the Abe administration excluded pro-North Korean high schools
from the government’s tuition-waiver program. These decisions
should be reversed. It is wrong to use children as political pawns,
and doing so will only fan anti-Korean discrimination in Japan.

*

2013 1

EDITORIAL o
Treatall students

e education ministry on Feb. 20 revised an ordinance to
exclude so-called Korean high schools or pro-North Korea

LS

This change will cause various problems.
First of all, the revision violates the principle of an education .
s program designed to ensure that all high school students in Japan
= receive an education regardless of the financial condition of their
> families. Excluding children attending Korean high schoqls also
+ violates the principle of equality under the law as stipuldted by
: Article 14 of the Constitution. s

WEmESr o n N

: discriminatory to students of Korean high schogls because the

schools with close ties to China and South Korea as well. -
. The decision could also fan prejudice and iritolerance in

- with regard to historical issues.

+  Education minister Mx. Hakubun Shimomura said on Dec. 28
 that the government would not be able to get the public to support
! a tuition-waiver program that includes pro-North Korea schools,

- Residents in Japan (Chongryon), which acts as North Korea's de
: facto diplomatic mission in Tokyo, and because there has been no
. progress toward resolving the issue of Japanése nationals abducted
: by North Korean agents in the 1970s and '80s.

The Democratic Party of Japan government introduced the
- tuition-free program from fiscal 2010. There are 12 Korean high
 schools in Japan with about 1,800 students, including both South
. Korean and Japanese nationals, but two of the schools are virtually
. closed. Most national and private universities regard graduates of -

high schools from the government’s tuition-waiver program.

The government will have difficulty justifying the decision as not
* tuition-waiver program covers so-called international schools and *

, Japanese society toward people who have different views, especially

because they have close ties with the General Association of Koregn

: ) 3¢

equally

these high schools as having the same qualification as graduates of
Japanese high schools and allow them to take their entrance exams,

Thie DPJ government chose not to act on the tuition waiver for
Korean high schools while it was in power. The education ministry’s
move last week reflects Prime Minister Shinzo Abe’s tough stance
against North Korea's rocket launches and nuclear-weapons tests as
well as the abduction issue, + .

Even if pro-North Korea high schools were covered by the:
tuition-wéiver program, the schools themselves would not be
financially supported by the Japanese government. The
beneficiaries are individual children who have to pay tuition. The
ministry’s decision targets them, .

Children attending Korean high schools have had nothing to do
with North Korea's nuclear weapons program or thé abduction of

+Japanese nationals. Excluding them will not hélp 1o resolve these
problems, The right of foreign residents of Japan to study their own
languages and history of their countries at schools they have
established also should be upheld. That said, it would be helpful if
Korean schools made greater efforts to make themselves
transparent through class visits and other activities.

The government should heed the words of M. Shigeru Yokota,
the father of Ms. Megumi Yokota, who was abductedin 1978 by a
North Korean agent. Tokyo Shimbun quoted him as saying: “It’is
unreasonable to discriminate against second- and third-generation
Koreans living legally in Japan. I would like Korean schools to -
sufficiently teach the abduction issue. But I think it is unreasonable
to make the children take responsibility (for the abductions).” '

The government should also consider what the international
gommunitywm say about the decision. Criticism of Japan will likely

e strong. ‘
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